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PRODUCT DEVELOPMENT

Green companies
are on a natural high

Marcus Gibson reports on the growing demand for environmentally
friendly products and the enterprises benefiting from the boom

ne of the most visi-

ble trends in market-

ing and retailing in
recent vears has been the
emergence of companies
offering “natural” products
and services. In the UK, such
companies are also among
the fastest growing.

Tristel, a privately owned
company based near New-
market, was founded in 1988
to exploit research advances
made by Bruce Green, a Brit-
ish chemist, Today more
than 100 UK hospitals are
using Tristel’s biocidal wipes
to clean surgical instru-
ments and surfaces in an
effort to rid hospitals of the
seourge of MRSA, the resis.
tant form of the staphylococ-
cus bacteria.

Mr Green pioneered the
uge of chlorine dioxide, the
chomical in the wipes that
acts as a biocide but is other-
wise benign. Earlier, he for-
mulated the first treatment
for head lice that contained
no organophosphate - the
potentially harmful chemical
that was also a key constitu-
ent of gas shells in world
WHD one,

According to Paul Swin-
ney, Tristel's business devel-
opment manager, there is a
large and untapped market
for its wipes.

Other companies are thriv-
ing in the natural products
sector, a loosely defined mar-
ket that covers everything
from green chemistry, con-
sumer medical devices and
product disposal to cosmet-
les and nutraccouticals -
products that have both
pharmaceutical and nutri-
tious properties. In the food
and drink sector, companies
producing fruit and cereal
“hoost" bars, fruit juice
mixes or “smoothies” are
among the fastest growing in
their market.

Eliminating toxicity has
becn the goal of Scionix, a
company spun out from
Leicester University, which
has researched and devel-
oped a series of chemicals
based on ienic lquids — sol-
vents that can replace poten-
tially [ar more harmful ones
used in cleaning products -
for uses in chromium-plating

and metal-polishing.

Dr Andrew Abbott, Sei-
onix's founder, has teamed
up with Whyte Chemicals, a
UK-based company, Lo mar-
ket a range of blodegradable
solutions that ean dissolve
metal oxides - eliminating
the need for strong dcids or
alkalis in the metal-plating
Process,

In some instances, the nat-
ural product and environ-
mental sectors overlap. Envi-
ronmental Business
Products, a re-manufacturer
of inkjet cartridges based in
west London, passed a mile-

For other companies,
the natural sector
means services that
solve problems
quickly and with
minimal disruption

stone in the UK environment
sector last April when it
achieved a turnover of £25m.

Started in a garage by its
three founders, It was a
recyeling business before its
tliime. EBP created innova-
tive technology for re-using
and recyveling inkjet car-
tridges. The company now
has operations in Germany,
France, Holland and Spain,
and emplovs more than 200
people.

Pat Stead, managing divec-
tor, savs: “Owver the years
EBP has plaved a very sig-
nificant part in both the legi-
timisation and prowth of our
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industry.” About 3.5m nkjet
cartridges this year have
been diverted from landfill
gites and recyeled by EBP,
saving transport costs and
the broader environmental
costs of landfill disposal.
“Each new laser cartridge
can require up to six pints of
oil to make," he adds.

For other companies, the
natural sector means ser-
vices that solve problems
quickly and with minimal
disruption,

Steep rises in the price of
oil, for instance, have driven
demand among small busi-
nesses for “guick-fix” ways
of reducing energy bills: Flu-
oresave, a maker of lighting
control units, is one com-
pany that has benefited.
Michael Dolphin, managing
director, says the company's
electronic unit can cut office
and warchouse lighting
energy costs by more than 30
per cent.

Based on technology that
was oriFinally developed in
Australia, Fluoresave's units
allow fluorescent and other
lights to run at lower volt-
ages. The units continuonsiy
monitor the variation in the
output of the current and
mains voltage, When addi-
tional lights in the circuit
are switched on, Fluoresave
reveris back to mains volt-
agn Lo ignite the lights, then
waits for the current to sta-
bilise before returning to
ENergy-saving mode.

An electrical contractor
need visit anly onee to con-
nect the Fluoresave unit to a
slot between the mains and
the lighting, says Mr Dol-
phin. “What could be more
natural than that?” ha asks.
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